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Dear IACTE Members, 

On behalf of the 2010-2011 IACTE Executive Committee, I want to welcome you to another great year for Teacher Education in Iowa.  It is my honor to serve as your president again this year.  Joining me on the Executive Committee are many outstanding faculty from a variety of institution from across the state.  A list of the current committee can be located at www.iowacte.org.  New to the committee this year are Kris Kilibarda of Central College and Susan Lagos Lavenz of the University of Iowa.  We are also still working to fill one remaining seat.  We are all looking forward to serving you and our community of teacher education programs.  

In June, myself, Dave Whaley (past president), Joen Rottler (president elect), and Nadene Davidson (board member) were in Washington DC participating in the Day on the Hill activities for AACTE.  If you recall from last year, the theme was “Maximizing Data Capacity to Improve Teacher Preparation,” where the discussion of ways to track our graduates to examine the performance of their K-12 students on standardized tests began.  The theme this year was, “Teacher Educators: Strong Clinical Preparation is Imperative to Improve Schools, Boost Teacher Quality,” placing strong emphasis on programs requiring challenging and substantial clinical experiences (nothing new for Iowa).  The discussion of tracking our graduates from last year, however, is no longer just a discussion, but rather an action item for all AACTE state chapters to be proactive about.  I recommend reading the AACTE Policy Brief from May 2010 entitled, Using Longitudinal Data Systems to Inform State Teacher Quality Efforts.  Included in the brief are critical questions that teacher preparation must address and steps to take to ensure teacher preparation is at the table when such data systems are created by the State.  It is our obligation to the profession to ensure State systems know the data points that are important for accurate analysis, and that programs are aware of the kinds of information that should be included in MoUs that outline how data will be shared between teacher preparation programs and the State Department of Education. This must be a collaborative effort.  Knowing the urgency and importance of this message, Dave, Joen, Nadene and I meet with all seven of our legislators and/or their aides on June 17th.  Talk about a busy day!  Our meetings focused primarily on the issue of data collection systems.  Such information has the potential to be incredibly beneficial to all of our programs.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we knew exactly where all of our graduates were teaching and how they were performing?  Think of the power of such data.  We could easily address changes that need to occur in our programs, as well as prove to our constituents that we are (and have always been) producing quality teachers.  Without our vigilance, however, we can have the opposite occur with this data; we could have poor data that is meaningless to program improvement and the image of teacher preparation in Iowa.  An additional organization worth considering for this discussion is the Data Quality Campaign (PowerPoint presentation).  Further information regarding this organization can be found at www.dataqualitycampaign.org .  In addition, we spoke with our legislators about the need to continue funding the Higher Education Act in the reauthorization of the ESEA (not eliminate it as currently proposed), as well as addressing the challenges that many current USDE competitive grants pose with their strong focus on high poverty/large urban areas.  
Prior to the Day on the Hill events, Dave Whaley and I attended the two-day 2010 State Leadership Institute.  Again, Dave represented us well as the Midwest Regional Chair at this meeting.  Our conversations at the Institute revolved in part around NCTQ State studies.  You are all well aware they have begun their probe into Iowa.  If you recall, the private colleges in the state chose not to respond to the request for data from NCTQ. The Regents did provide information (as required by law).  We will keep our eyes open for their report.   Other states at the Institute shared successful strategies for responding to NCTQ probes and reports that we may use in the future. We also had the pleasure of meeting with Linda Darling-Hammond to discuss the CCSSO’s work on common core standards and their relationship to InTASC and NBPTS standards, as well as, teacher performance assessment.  Again, this is a conversation we need to not only keep a close eye on, but also be active participants in.  

We have begun to plan the Fall 2010 IACTE conference.  This fall we will return to central Iowa with a visit to Iowa State University in Ames.  Dave Whaley and his team have agreed to host us again on Thursday and Friday, Oct 21st and 22nd.  Registration details and conference details will be coming.  Please check the website for the most current information.  

In the meantime, if there is anything you need please do not hesitate to ask!

Sincerely, 

Tracy Schuster-Matlock, President    

